Save the Manatee® Club
The Voice for Manatees Since 1981

Save the Manatee Club (SMC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit conservation organization, established in 1981 by singer/
songwriter Jimmy Buffett, and former Florida Governor and U.S. Senator Bob Graham. SMC’s mission is to protect
endangered manatees and their aquatic habitat for future generations. To accomplish its mission, SMC works closely
with federal, state, and local governments, as well as with the public at the grass roots level, and supports policies
that are based on the best scientific data available. SMC raises public awareness; educates; conducts research;
sponsors rescue, rehabilitation, and release efforts; supports land acquisition; promotes aquatic habitat protection;
advocates for improved protection measures, and assists education and conservation efforts in other countries.

2014 Highlights of Activities & Accomplishments
• Based on the best scientific data
• Obtained better protection measures
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available, strongly objected to the
premature downlisting of manatees
from Endangered to Threatened by the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

•

Rallied public opposition to downlisting
manatees to keep protection measures
strong.
Increased our commitment to the
Manatee Rescue & Rehabilitation
Partnership through the appointment of
Dr. Katie Tripp, our Director of Science
& Conservation, to chair the
organization.

•

Worked on solutions to improve the health of the Indian
River Lagoon with the Lagoon Action Assembly in
Brevard County.
Stopped Miami-Dade County from making detrimental
changes to their Manatee Protection Plan along with
conservation partners.
Advocated for stronger Minimum Flows & Levels for the
Santa Fe and Lower Ichetucknee Rivers.
Fought for improvements to the Basin Management
Action Plans for Kings Bay (Citrus County).
Monitored water supply and water quality issues
statewide, including various rule development initiatives,
water supply plans, and permit applications.
Maintained leadership role on Floridians’ Clean Water
Declaration steering committee.
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Led the petition drive to successfully obtain more than
180,000 signatures, along with our partner
organizations, in support of improved manatee
protections at Three Sisters Springs in Citrus County.
Recommended boat speed zones for western Pinellas
County as part of the Pinellas County Local Rule Review
Committee.

•

Advocated for, and assisted in
facilitating improvements to Duval
County Manatee Protection Plan
revisions.
Worked with state and federal
agencies to safeguard manatees at the
thermal discharges of wastewater
facilities used by manatees.

Advocated for strong fertilizer
ordinances, which were subsequently
adopted, to improve water quality and
habitat protection in Volusia County and Citrus County
waterways.

Annie and her calf at Blue Spring.
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Led the effort to ensure that the Oceanaria Critical Care
Funding was passed by the Legislature for 2014 to care
for sick, injured, and orphaned manatees.

•

for manatees from developers of a
permitted marina in Lee County.

Continued our research observing the Blue Spring
manatees, recording 472 uniquely identifiable individuals
during the winter season, including 39 calves.
Obtained a 5-year deferral, with conservation partners,
of harmful construction at the Oslo Boat Ramp from the
Indian River County Commission.
Joined the steering committee of the newly formed
Florida Springs Council, protecting Florida’s unique and
beautiful springs.
Continued to build a stronger relationship between the
boating community and manatee protection advocates as
a member of Florida’s Boating Advisory Council.
Monitored manatee mortality statistics in order to
intervene proactively in areas of special concern.
Provided
funding and
staff assistance
for multiple
manatee
rescues and
releases.
Prevented
human
interaction

Crystal River manatee receives a health
assessment. Photo © Cora Berchem
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with, and harassment of, Annie and her newborn calf at
Blue Spring by providing staff and volunteers to monitor
the situation during the busy recreational summer
months.
Collaborated with partners to create a strategy plan for
protecting manatees arriving at Blue Spring outside
manatee season during non-winter months.

•

Contributed funding to proteomics work (study of
proteins) at the University of Florida that will yield
additional knowledge about manatee physiology in a way
that could protect manatees in the future.
Increased public awareness by hosting numerous staff-led
national educational presentations both in person and via
remote technologies.
Produced and distributed print, television, and radio
public service announcements, press releases, and
Opinion Editorials to media centers across America.
Grew our Volunteer
Corps to over 2,000
participants, many of
whom personally
engaged in numerous
outreach events.
Expanded our
outreach through
social media,
including Facebook,
Twitter, Pinterest,
Instagram, and
YouTube.
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Dr. Katie Tripp gives a speech
at "Speak up Homosassa"
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Advocated for the passage of The Water and Land
Conservation Amendment (Amendment 1), and grew
public support for this crucial legislation protecting our
aquatic environment.
Educated Volusia County residents about protecting local
waterways and good stewardship practices by hosting the
Blue Spring Alliance Springshed Academy.
Raising public awareness through new marketing
initiatives with pro bono help from Ad2 Orlando, the
Central Florida chapter, young professionals division, of
the American Advertising Federation.  
Developed 24 short videos, and multiple longer films, to
educate the public about manatees and their habitat, and
to encourage personal involvement in manatee and
aquatic habitat protection efforts.
Developing an online education curriculum about
Florida’s springs, through a “Protect Florida’s Springs”
grant, that will teach students around the world about
these natural treasures.
Obtained hundreds of thousands of dollars of in-kind
advertising contributions to help raise worldwide public
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awareness and
increase
advocacy.
Produced and
distributed free
educational
materials,
including
thousands of
brochures,
Volunteers at a festival booth give
educator’s guides,
out free educational materials.
posters, coloring
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books, stickers,
bookmarks, and education packets for students.
Produced new “Slow for Manatee” dock signs and
disseminated them free to shoreline property owners in
Florida to caution boaters about the presence of
manatees.
Recorded and archiving more than 1,800 hours of
manatee behavior for our ManaTV.org website that hosts
our webcam stream from Blue Spring. The site has
logged over 3,629,244 viewer minutes in 2014 alone.
Provided exclusive video and still-shot images to
numerous educational and advocacy groups for use in
their campaigns.
Expanded our international efforts to Liberia and Nigeria.
Work with Nigeria is ongoing to end poaching, and
shoreline activities that harm the aquatic environment,
while providing education and creating stewards and
citizen researchers in local villages.
Supplied critical
funding to our
international
partners in Belize for
upgrades to their
kitchen to provide
food for manatees in
rehabilitation.
Provided over 600
pounds of muchneeded formula to
feed orphaned
manatees in Belize.
Provided funds for
the construction of a
manatee observation
Esbilac formula for orphaned
manatees in Belize.
tower in Senegal for
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research and
sustainable low-impact viewing opportunities for tourists.
Provided funds for equipment needed in Belize to
improve manatees’ post-mortem exams to ascertain their
cause of death.
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